
CPC Children’s Economic Security Meeting

Summary Report

June 17, 2010

Attending:
Tom Struzick, Chair Tstruzick@ms.soph.uab.edu
Jacob Arijanlo  Hess Fellow (Birmingham Southern) jkarijan@bsc.edu
Chianti Cleggett  YWCA  ccleggett@ywcabham.org
Henry Coleman, Birmingham Urban League hcoleman@birminghamurbanleague.net
Hazel Bass Germany, Birmingham Urban League 
hgermany@birminghamurbanleague.net
Rosemary Gustin, Junior Achievement  rgustin@jaogb.org
Haley Heckman, Alabama Poverty Project  hheckma@samford.edu
Vanessa Hunter-Beavers, Beginning Bridges  bbcde2009@yahoo.com
Laura Maxwell, Junior Achievement lmaxwell@jaogb.org
Hannah Selles,  Alabama Poverty Project  hselles@alabamapoverty.org
Alexis Spokes, The Women’s Fund  aspokes@foundationbirmingham.org
Staff: Jennifer Kilburn, Virginia Sweet 

 Overview:

Tom Struzick, Interim Chair, welcomed everyone and provided an overview for this inaugural meeting of the Children’s Economic Security Work Group. Tom explained that the Department of Children’s Affairs encourages local county Children’s Policy  Councils (CPC) to implement a work group to address policy issues related to children’s economic security.  The Children’s Health Work group had decided to focus on keeping youth in school because an individual who drops out of school has a life expectancy rate 6 years less than a high school graduate. Cascading factors: lack of access to health care, nutrition, etc. contribute to poor health and an earlier death.  Those who were interested in the topic were invited to form the Children’s Economic Security work group, thus facilitating a more traditional health issue in the Children’s Health Work Group.

Research on the dropout issue and its correlation to poor health has already been conducted under Tom Struzick’s direction by 2 classes at UAB.  An undergraduate class conducted a literature review and a graduate class in Public Health wrote a white paper on the issue in Birmingham and Jefferson County schools (available by e-mail from Tom Struzick). Initiatives and interventions from other school systems are presented and recommendations are made.  This work group can take two directions: (1) reduce the number of young people who are choosing not to complete high school; and/or (2) address issues for people who have already dropped out of school. The next step is to identify dropout prevention programs currently being implemented in Birmingham City Schools and Jefferson County Schools.  Communication with the 12 school systems’ superintendents needs to be established. The coordinator of each system’s dropout prevention program needs to be identified.

Discussion:

1. How do we access information about what dropout prevention efforts are being implemented in the various school systems?

· The consensus of the group was to start with Superintendents.  School superintendents’ limited time necessitates streamlined communication and will most likely have to get all the information needed in one meeting or contact.  
· To initiate the request, the Children’s Policy Council has drafted a letter for Judge Huff to approve and sign that will go to each superintendent. The letter requests permission to contact the staff in charge of dropout prevention efforts in the school for a survey. Thereby, the letter has a research emphasis, rather than sounding like “we want to come fix a problem for them.”  
· Members suggested that a CPC board member sign the letter as well.  Tom has work time scheduled in July to conduct face-to-face with the identified contact staff.

2. How can we support what local community-based organizations are doing now to help those who have already dropped out of school?

· Suggestions included establishing a relationship with Operation New Birmingham’s Community Action Committee (CAC), a well-established, long-running group, is deeply involved in dropout prevention in our community. CEOs in area corporations often attend the meetings. 
·  It is important to engage employers because it is an economic development issue. 

3. How do we go about identifying service providers?

· The best resources are: the Literacy Council (Steve Hannum); City of Birmingham Division of Youth Services (Cedric Sparks); 

· United Way’s 211 (formerly information and referral)

4. Where do we go from here?

· Members concluded that we need youth’s perspective. We can hold listening tours modeled after Alabama Poverty Project’s tours. Haley Heckman agreed to draft questions. Junior Achievement has access to youth year round. Grades 6, 7, and 8 would be targeted. 

Next Meeting:

Tuesday, July 20, 2010

8:30-10:00 a.m.

UWCA 5th Floor Board Room


